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"The great mistake of many artists is that they close their eyes to the past.  They 
don't see anything but what is around them.  I believe that any influence from 
one's contemporaries is harmful, has to be resisted.  To me the most powerful 
twentieth-century influence in art is Cubism.  Maybe Cubism is dead as a way of 
painting, but the idea is alive and we are all affected by it.  In the same way, the 
idea of Velaquez art, if not his way of painting, is still alive.  You have to look at 
tradition.  Cezanne more than anyone else, is linked to the big tradition.  There 
are significant individuals who are outside this tradition, but they are dangerous.  
Their art stops with them.  You cannot go on from Soutine's idea.  Picasso is a 
peculiar personality complete in himself, one whose work doesn't feed into 
anything - no future for any other artists there.  
 
“The artist has to be part of something.  Art belongs in a traditional line that 
reaches back and will go on forever.  The only possibility of finding something is 
by knowing in which ground one is set. " 
 
"An abstraction is an experience dealing with reality.  Forms that exist 
somewhere and you are moved somewhere and express them.  Abstraction has 
to do with form and the basic notion (...) the physicality of the world.  You create 
forms, they come from experience  and in order to become, you must subtract, 
analyze, eliminate, it is not amorphous, it is precise, real.” 
 
“There are abstractions and there are illusions.” 
 
“Dreams and illusions are opposites.  Illusions are the death of a painting." 
 
 
VASILY KANDINSKY 
 
"The artist must have something to say, for mastery over form is not his goal but 
rather the adapting of form to its inner meaning...that is beautiful which is 
produced by the inner need, which springs from the soul." 
 
"In art, form is invariably determined by content.  And only that form is correct 
which expresses, materializes its corresponding content." 
 
"Color is the keyboard.  The eye is the hammer.  The soul is the piano, with its 
many strings.  The artist is the hand that plays, touching one key or another, to 
cause vibrations in the soul." 
 



"Internal necessity arises from three mystical sources. It is composed of three 
mystical necessities. 
 
 1. Every artist, as creator, must express what is  

peculiar to himself, (element of personality). 
 
2. Every artist, as child of his time, must express what is  
peculiar to his own time (element of style), in its inner value, compounded 
of the language of the time and the language of the race, as long as the 
race exists as such). 
 
3. Every artist, as servant of art, must express what is  
peculiar to art in general (element of the pure and  
eternally artistic, which pervades every individual,  
Every people, every age, and which is to be seen in the  
works of every artist, of every nation, and of every  
period, and which, being the principal element of art,  
knows neither time nor space)." 

 
"Nature creates form for its purpose.  Art creates form for its purpose." 
 
"Music, for example, organizes its means (sounds) within time, and painting its 
means (colors) upon a plane. Time and plane must be exactly "measured" and 
sound and color must be exactly "limited."  These "limits" are preconditions of 
"balance" and hence of composition." 
 
"The way the formal elements advance and recede extends the picture plane 
forward (toward the spectator) and backward into depth (away from the 
spectator) so that the picture plane is pulled in both directions like an accordion. 
Color elements possess this power in extreme measure." 
 
"Black is like the silence of the body after death, the close of life." 
 
 


